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World
 Camera Day

June 29, 2025 The history of the camera

     The ancient Greeks and Chinese 
used an optical device called the 
‘camera obscura’ to project an 
image of the surroundings on to
a screen. This invention played an 
important role in the development 
of cameras and photography.

     The ‘Kodak’ Brownie camera was 
developed by George Eastman and 
went on sale in 1888, pioneering
the use of photographic film. 
                        It was simple box 
                         camera with a single 
                          shutter speed and 
                          fixed focus lens.

     Around the year 1913, a 
German optical engineer named 
Oskar Barnack made a prototype 
compact camera that used 35 mm 
film. Named ‘Leica’, it was put into 
production in 1925 after further 
developments.

     In 1941, the Single Lens Reflex 
(SLR) cameras that use a mirror  
and prism system to allow 
photographers to accurately see 
the image that will be were invented. 
This system uses one optical light 
path through the lens to the film 
and to the viewfinder.

The history of cameras that takes you from early op�cal devices all the way through to modern digital mirrorless cameras

     1837 Louis 
Daguerre, the 
father of 
photography 
introduces the 
daguerreotype, a 
fixed image that 
did not fade.

     1814 Joseph Nicéphore Niépce
achives the first photographic 
image using a camera obscura.

                       he word camera 
                       comes from the 
         Latin words camera 
obscura, which mean ‘dark 
chamber.’

     The first colour  photograph 
was created in 1961 by 
Thomas Su�on.

T

                                            Twin 
                                       reflex 
                                       cameras 
                                       became 
                                       popular in
                                       the 1920s 
                                       and 1930s. 

                                       These cameras 
                                       had two 
                                       lenses, one 
through the lens to the film and 
the other to the viewfinder.

     Polaroid cameras hit the 
market in 1948, allowing 
photographers to produce 
      images instantly. A special 
           chemical process was 
               used to produce prints 
                from the negatives 
               in under a minute.

                        The first commercial 
                    DSLR (digital single 
                  lens reflex) 
                   was launched 
                  by Kodak 
                  in 1991.

     The technology behind cameras 
is improving all the time with 
additions such as touch screens 
and Electronic Viewfinders.

     A digital camera works in a 
similar way as a traditional camera. 
However, it captures the image on 
an electronic chip rather than on 
film. The chip is a light sensor that 
     turns the image into electric 
     signals. Most digital cameras 
     have a small screen that displays 
     the image right away. The camera
     can also store 
     the image on a 
memory card. 
Photographers can
transfer the stored
image to a 
computer. This 
 allows them to 
  view, e-mail, 
   or print out 
    the image.

             Modern 
mirrorless cameras, 
as the name suggests 
capture the images without 
the use of a mirror in the camera 
body. This is different from DSLR 
cameras, which reflect images into 
viewfinders via mirrors. Instead, 
mirrorless cameras often use 
Electronic Viewfinders (EVF) 
to display images digitally.
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     The digital cameras 
produce detailed 
photographs made up of a 
huge number of pixels
and photographs are  
typically compressed using  
the JPEG standard and stored 
on memory cards.

     The first full-frame 
digital SLR cameras 
were developed in 
Japan from around 
2000 to 2002.

     The first successful imaging
technology using a digital sensor 
was made in 1969 by Willard S. 
Boyle and George E. Smith. In 2009, 
they were awarded the
Nobel Prize in Physics 
for their contributions
which paved the way 
for digital photography.

     The popularity of instant 
cameras was in 1965 with 
the introduction of 
the Polaroid Model 20
Swinger, 
    one of the 
      top selling 
        cameras 
          of all 
            time.

     A traditional SLR camera is a 
lightproof box. The box contains 
an aperture, or opening, that lets
                         light in for a certain 
                             amount of time. 
                              A part called a 
                              shutter opens 
                            and closes the 
                            aperture. This 
                   controls the amount 
of light coming into the camera.
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Some famous pictures taken by 
prize winning camera men

1974 Burst of Joy.  
This Pultizer 
prize winning 
picture was taken 
by photographer 
Salva Veder of 
Col.Robert Stirm 
returning home 
to his family who 
runs to welcome 
him after being 
released from a 
prisoner camp in 
Northern 
Vietnam.

1945, Raising 
the Flag on Iwo 
Jima. Taken by 
Joe Rosenthal, 
the photo-
graph shows 
US Marines 
raising the flag 
on top of 
Mount 
Suribachi, the 
island of Iwo 
Jima during 
the final stages 
of the Pacific 
War. 

1958, Faith and 
Confidence. The 

Pulitzer prize win-
ning photograph 

taken by William C. 
Beall, shows police 

officer Maurice 
Cullinane and 

two-year-old Allen 
Weaver having a 

conversation dur-
ing a parade in 

Chinatown, 
Washington DC.

1995, Pillars of Creation. 
Captured by NASA’s 

Hubble Telescope shows 
three massive pillars of 

gas and dust amid the 
surrounding light of 
young starts nearby. 

This was one of the first 
pictures by the tele-

scope that captured the 
mystery and the won-

ders of outer space.

1968, Earthrise from Apollo 8. On 
December 24, the crew of Apollo 8 
became the first humans to leave 
Earth’s orbit and venture into space. 
As they orbited the moon, they took 
turns taking pictures of the lunar sur-
face. However, it was when they 
turned their cameras towards Earth 
that they captured one of the most 
famous photographs of all time. The 
photograph, which came to be known 
as “Earthrise,” shows our planet rising 
above the moon’s horizon.

Lunch atop a 
Skyscraper, 1932. 

Taken by Charles C 
Ebbets, the photo-

graph shows con-
struction workers 
taking a break for 
lunch on the 69th 

floor of Rockefeller 
Center in New York 
City which was the 

tallest building in 
the world at that 

time

Children playing in 
the Cabrini Green 

projects,1982. John 
White of the Chicago 

Sunday Times won 
the Pulitzer Prize for 

a series of photo-
graphs of children 
playing in Cabrini 

Green.

The London 
Milkman, 1940. 
Photographed by 
Fred Morley on 
October 9, 1940 
shows a milkman 
making his delivery 
along a street with 
buildings destroyed 
by German bombers 
during World War II.


